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Regular Meeting Minutes   Wednesday September 30, 2015  

 
Meeting was called to order at 5:55pm by Chairperson England 
 
Members Present:  Lyn England, Chair; James Phelps and Jessica Hatch  
Others Present: Administrative Assistant, Karen Padgett  
Visitors  Chief Suckling, Officer Kratz, Chief Austin, Road Agent Huntoon, Andy Phelps,  
   Sharon Klapyk   
    
Checks/Applications/Signatures: 

• Manifests were reviewed and signed. 
• Minutes of September 16, 2015 were reviewed. Motion made by James Phelps to approve minutes as 

written, 2nd by Jessica Hatch.  Motion passed 3-0. 
• Building Permits 

 19-2015B TOM PALMER 409/076  
  Enclosed porch within existing footprint 8'x16' Motion to approve made by Jim Phelps,  
  seconded by Jessica Hatch. Motion passed unanimously.  

• Purchase Order 038527 for $526 for a new computer tower for the Town Clerk to comply with new 
state requirements for the VPN Initiative. Motion made by Jim Phelps to approve purchase order, 
seconded by Jessica Hatch. Motion passed 3-0. 

 
Old Business: 

• For the record, the town portion of the fire truck is $349,972 and the Ragged Mountain Resort  
portion is $20,949. The total cost of the truck is $370,921.  

• Merton Austin, Forest Fire Warden provided information about online fire permitting. This 
program is being done on an experimental basis in NH. Next year the towns that have used 
will be reporting back on how they felt it worked. At that time the FD will have more 
information and be able to make a more informed opinion. The money people pay online for 
the permit goes directly to the software developer. Nothing to the Forestry Dept, nothing to 
the town. Merton Austin would be happy to meet with the Selectmen if they have any further 
questions.  

• Jessica Hatch brought up some questions from the recent Broadband Committee meeting. 
They  would like to be able to contact Comcast and FairPoint to get an estimate of the cost to 
cover the whole town. The board has no issue with this. Also, is it possible to have a special 
warrant article to cover the cost. Adds to property values, adds to the overall appeal of the 
town.  

• No quotes yet on the town hall roof repair 
• Lyn spoke with Kiera Tuttle who indicated she would be following up with Toni Maviki of 

the ZBA for information on applying for a variance for their shed building permit.  
 

New Business:  
• Jim Phelps made a motion to include Jean Parady as temporary library help when needed, seconded 

by Jessica Hatch, motion carried 3-0. 

• The board reviewed 2 proposals from CNP assessing for 2016. The minimum would be an 
update service which includes a full measure and list of all sales and verify sale information 
for $29,000. The second is a 5 year cyclical valuation at a cost of $58,500. The board will 
continue to review these proposals.  
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 5 year cyclical revaluation  
• The town clerk submitted a request for a refund for June Davenport. She registered her car but never 

put the stickers on the car. The state has already refunded their portion. This will be handled by the 
signing of the manifest for the refund check.  

• Lyn England made a motion to hire Sam McClory for town hall cleaning for  up to 10 hours a week  
at $11 per hour, seconded by Jim Phelps.  Motion passed 3-0. 

• The tax collector is preparing a list of properties close to being deeded. They have to be deeded 
before December. Jim suggested the board start thinking about getting rid of some town owned 
property.  

 
Administrative Assistant Update 

• Wilcox 412-057 E-911 address assignment was submitted 9/25/2015 at request of landowners 
• Library budget was received. 
• Nothing from Paul Brown on the MS 5.  On 9/11 said he would email entries, on 9/21 Karen sent a 
 reminder to him about it.  Lyn will contact him.  
 

Visitors 
• Chief Suckling and Officer Kratz came in to present a purchase order for 2 ballistic vests at a cost 

of $1681. One vest is for Officer Spencer, who works as a part time officer for both Hill and 
Danbury. Hill has supplied Officer Marvin With $1888 worth of duty gear which includes a side arm, 
taser, boots, trousers, hat and raincoat. Officer Kratz's 10 year old vest was originally supplied by 
Hill. Lyn England made a motion to approve the purchase order for 2 new ballistic vests. Second by 
Jessica Hatch. Motion passed unanimously.  

 Budget items were also discussed.  
 In regard to the unruly dog issue, Chief Suckling does plan to issue a $25 citation to the dog owner 
 but has not yet had the opportunity to do so.   
• Executive Councilor Joe Kenney was in to meet the Selectmen and report to the Selectboard and see 

what issues and concerns they have. Jim brought up the bridge on Route 4 over the rail trail. It's in 
bad shape and is a bad design. The town received a letter from DOT asking our preferences on the 
redesign which brought it to our attention. The town hopes they are moving forward with the 
replacement. Councilor Kenney will check on it.  

• Andy Phelps came in again to discuss the brush in front of a neighboring house and what he feels is a 
safety issue. He brought in information from New Hampshire Law of Local Highways that stated 
with brush of a certain size you have to notify the landowner but do not need their permission. He 
wants written information as to what the town plans to do.  The selectmen decided a letter will be 
written to the homeowners to see if they will give permission to trim the 4 small elm trees, 2" or less, 
and the limbs on the apple tree that stick out beyond the stone wall.  

• Chief Austin  
1. He got a quote for $5,036 for 2 garage doors with a Lift Master. Two outlets will  need to be 

installed. This will be paid for  with the $15,000 warrant article money held over from last 
year. He would like a 3rd outlet in anticipation of installing an opener on another bay next 
year and this will be paid for with money from his budget this year.  

2. When HME notifies that the truck will be delivered in 30 days - Ragged will issue a check for 
their portion directly to HME 

3. New London Hospital will be bidding on EMS service. They offer 2 24/7 ambulances. 
Although they have a further response time, the Chief feels Danbury EMS has the ability to 
stabilize patients. It will be good to have multiple bids, competition keeps everyone honest.  

4. Chief Austin asked the selectboard for permission to take surplus equipment to the auction at 
White Farm- Hose, air compressor, expired air tanks, rescue toboggan, tires. Lyn Jim 3-0  

• Alan Huntoon, Road Agent 
1. Six inches of rain caused washouts on Jones Hill Rd and Ragged Mountain Rd 
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2. He questioned whether money was put in the budget for a new waste oil burner. Lyn looked 
and said it did not get in the budget. He will get quotes on repair and replacing it. Meanwhile 
he will have it cleaned. Karen will check on the status of the waste oil grant.  

3. New plow has not been ordered yet. 
4. Jim asked how the progress on ditching the roads was coming. If roads are not ditched, the 

paving deteriorates. We've spent $500,000 on paving and without ditching there is no sense in 
paving.  

5. NH Coop might help with the cost of taking the tree down on Ward Hill road. Alan will 
check with them to see if they'd be willing. Jim obtained a quote for $1000. Also, Clarence 
Maines has a concern about a tree that is splitting and is a danger. Public Service will not cut 
the tree. They might come and drop the wires while the tree is cut.  

6. Time cards are not being punched properly and some highway workers are coming in 10-15 
minutes late. Alan will talk with employees about it. There was discussion on going back to 8 
hour/5 days a week sooner than the end of October. No action was taken.  

• Sharon Klapyk brought in the facilities committee presentation. On the facilities committee is Don 
Franklin, Eric Chase, Alan Finitsis, Mike Limanni, Josh Mulloy, Sharon Klapyk, and Ann Holloran 

 The proposals include four options: 
  -fix all schools(over $6 million for Danbury Elementary School)2 new classrooms, gym,  
  library, multipurpose room, etc.  
  -single K-5 for whole district 
  -an single elementary school for Alexandria, Danbury and  Bristol in Alexandria 

  -a K-5 campus elementary school on the grounds of the Middle School in Bristol 
 The committee wanted to know if there is land behind the school is available. There is land that is 
 privately owned.  

 
FYI 

• Email re: PD Officer Kratz complimenting him on his professionalism 
• Upton & Hatfield letter re: Fairpoint court date 10/23/15 
• Town Clerk Municipal Registration Contract 
• Merrimack County Tax info $339,764 due by Dec 17, 2015 
• DRA tax rate dashboard 
 

 
Motion to adjourn at 8:40 by Jim Phelps, seconded by Lyn England. Passed 3-0 
 
Respectfully submitted by Karen Padgett, Administrative Assistant  


